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A Study on the Transition of Internal Labor Market
in Korea

Hyun-Min Cho* - Sang-Hoon Lim™*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process of internal labor market in
Korea through historical review. Most of the studies on the existing internal labor
market in Korea have been started in earnest since the 1980s. However, these
studies have narrowly grasped the internal labor market and overlooked the
historical perspective of the formation process of the internal labor market. In
order to achieve the purpose of the study, this study selected the Korean textile
industry case which formed a large - scale factory system in the birth process of
Korean capitalism and formed internal labor market.

As a result of the study, it was found that the internal labor market was
transplanted and operated by Japanese employees under the large - scale factory
system during the Japanese colonial rule. However, after the liberation and the
Korean War, the internal labor market was dismantled and collapsed. Instead,
through the 1950s and 1960s, an internal labor market centered on male workers
was formed in the Korean textile industry. These internal labor markets are
combined with gender segregation and women workers are left in the external
labor market.

This study is very meaningful in terms of the historical characteristics of the
internal labor market formed in the early stage of Korean capitalism after the
emancipation based on the internal labor market in the Japanese colonial period.

(Key Words) internal labor market, textile industry, strategic choice
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