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A Historical Study on the Discovery of Nonexistence

Shin Kim*

Abstract

Achieving success in the discovery of something that is nonexistent, i.e., verifying that a
mythical real entity does not exist in reality, has been a task much more difficult and arduous
than discovering a target entity that is known, Armed with tireless energy, organizational skills,
a broad knowledge of nautical charts and the sea, and the courage and strength of pursuit
that no others even dare having, those who tenaciously pursue the possibilities are the ones
that are truly qualified to be called the world’s greatest discoverers of the nonexistent,

The Argonaut discovered by Collet in 1791 existed in the world maps and nautical charts
as an island in the East Sea in close proximity to Korea for over 100 years, On the world
maps and nautical charts of the 18th century through the 20th century, the Argonaute Island
and Ulleung-do were described in the East Sea and, based on these, ocean liner ships used
to prepare for the dangers during voyage.

The location of the Argonaut Island discovered by Collet (of Great Britain) was 37° 52" north
latitude and 129" 53" east longitude, On the world maps created in the west since the discovery
of Dok-do on January 27, 1849, three islands (in order nearest to Korea: Argonaut, Ulleung-do,
Dok-do) existed in the East Sea. In Japan, Ulleung-do was initially referred to as Takeshima
and then the Argonaut the “Nonexistent Island” (nicht vorhanden) was referred to as Takeshima;
for which, upon incorporating the “Nonexistent Island” into the Shimane Prefecture, the new
geographical name of Takeshima was created. In addition, Takeshima is a nonexistent island
located 11 km from Dok-do,

It can be ascertained that such a historical conclusion is related to a historical hypothesis
as well. The movements made by Japan, Russia, France and Great Britain surrounding
Takeshima(nicht vorhanden) can also be found in cases in the world history, Despite the fact
that the annexation of Australia, an uncharted island then, displayed a strategic value for showing
off prowess to the competing empires, neither France nor Great Britain gave off any signs of
quickly developing and utilizing their newly acquired territory, Rather than asserting that such
annexation motive of the two nations lied in the two nations’ efforts to find intrinsic values
in the territory, it should be stated that the nations were trying to suppress their enemy nations
from taking a territory that may prove to be valuable in the future, First of all, in the course
of examining what can be gained from a territory in the future, whilst focusing the attention
only on how to acquire such territory, Australia became a hostage between the competing
European imperialist powers. It can be argued that there is no difference between the case
of Takeshima(nicht vorhanden) and the competition among Great Britain, France and Spain
surrounding Australia. Albeit that Takeshima(nicht vorhanden) and Australia cannot be compared
in terms of the enormity and scale of the two as simple islands, the difference becomes much,
much less with respect to the strategic and geographical value of these two islands. As can
be seen in the historical results, Australia by Great Britain and Chosun by Japan, the annexations
have taken place,

(Key words) discovery, nonexistent, historical hypothesis, strategic value
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